
 

LBC 
You Asked for It:                                                                  
How Do I Share Christ with the Burned & Disgruntled? 

 

 
 

 
  

1.  As we begin to think through this question there are a few passages of Scripture to keep in 
mind: 
 

A. 2 Corinthians 2:14-16:  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and 
through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. For we are to God the fragrance of 
Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. To the one we are the 
aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. 
B. 1 Peter 3:15: But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear. 
 

2.  In beginning a conversation and/or relationship with someone who has been “burned” by 
the church and is put off with religious people the first thing you need to do is learn their story. 
 

A. Don’t jump right into interacting with their accusations.  Seek to get to know them as an individual.  
Their angst towards the church is not disconnected from them as a person. 
B. Ask questions about them and their experience.  Asking questions will help clarify for you what their 
main hang-ups are with Christianity.  It will also communicate to them that you care about them as a 
human being. 
C. Always keep in mind that this person is not a project.  Your goal should not be to win an argument 
but to see them believe on and follow Christ. 
D. Always keep in mind that this person is like an onion.  There are layers to their experience that 
sometimes go very deep.  Asking questions is like peeling back the layers of an onion. 
 

3.  The second thing you need to do is acknowledge the fact that this person may have actually 
been hurt by another Christian or even a local church. 
 

A. The worst thing you can do is try and deny that Christians and churches never act in an ungodly 
manner.  If true harm has been done acknowledge it and sympathize with the individual. Make sure 
though to try and distinguish true harm from perceived harm.  (Example: a man being disciplined out 
of a church because of unconfessed sin is not harm, but faithfulness to the Word of God.) 
B. It is important to try and help this individual see that the harm done by another Christian or church 
is not okay and not the way God intends for His people to act.  In other words, the wrong committed 
is not a stain on the faith but on the faithfulness of the one doing the harm.   
 

4.  The third thing you need to do is deal with their complaints and questions one at a time. 
 

A. Don’t jump into more than one issue at a time.  Identify one issue and talk through it.  Try and keep 
things as clear as possible.   
B. Speak the truth in love.  Don’t skirt a subject just because it might be difficult.   
C. Don’t give pat answers.  This kind of person doesn’t want to hear: “That’s just what we believe.” Or 
“I guess we’ll find out in heaven.”  Answer their question(s) from the Scripture and with good reason.   
D. Don’t make up an answer.  If you can’t answer their question let them know you can’t.  But also 
make sure you go and get them an answer. 
E. Always remember that presuppositions matter greatly! 



 

LBC 
You Asked for It:                                                                      
How Should I View My Wayward…? 

 

 
 

 
1.  As we begin, this is the kind of scenario that we will be thinking through: 
 
A child, sibling, or friend makes a public profession of faith in Christ and is baptized as a young child or 
teenager.  As they get older they seem to pull away from the faith.  Once into adulthood they are either: a) 
not growing, b) totally indifferent to spiritual things, or c) antagonistic towards the faith they once 
professed.     
 
2.  In thinking through this kind of scenario it is important to keep in mind that the Bible does 
give us direction.  We are not left completely in the dark as to how to process a wayward 
individual.  Consider the following… 
 
A. They might be in a state of ongoing immaturity.  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 
need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid 
food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  Hebrews 5:12-13. 
B. They might still be dead in their sins.  Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist 
is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made 
manifest, that none of them were of us. 1 John 2:18-19 
C. For some, there is a third option.  They might have fallen away.  It is impossible for those who have once been 
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit,  who have tasted the goodness of the word of 
God and the powers of the coming age  and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. Hebrews 6:4-6 
 
3. The New Testament lays out a very important principle for us that is related to our question.  It 
is the principle of fruit-bearing.  Christians, those who are connected to Christ by faith, will bear 
good fruit.   
 
Luke 6:43-45: For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. For every tree is known by its 
own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of 
the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 
 
4. In trying to make sense of this individual and even considering how to speak and relate to 
them, keep the following principles in mind:  
 
A. Proverbs 22:6 is not a promise but a principle that is generally true.  As hard as it may be, do not hang 
your hat on this verse.      
B. False professions are a very real thing.  See Matthew 7:21-23.  This is an idea that we should spend 
more time considering and making room for in our thinking about this issue.   
C. When someone is saved 2 Corinthians 5:17 is an immediate reality.   
D. Whether this individual is stagnant in need of growth or whether they are dead in their sins you are to 
point them in the same general direction.  Call them both to look to Christ.  For the first, they should look 
and get back in the race.  For the other, they should look and ask for saving grace.  
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You Asked for It:                                                                      
How Should I Care for Someone Suffering? 

 

 
 

 
1. In thinking through how to help someone who is suffering the place to start is not with the 
sufferer but with God, His character, and His purposes.   
 

A. God is our shepherd. Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
B. God is our refuge. Psalm 46: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C. God is with us. Isaiah 41:10-13: Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 
D. God is full of compassion. Psalm 103:13-18: For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. 
E. God is faithful. Hebrews 10:23: …for He who promised is faithful. 
F. God is merciful. Psalm 103:10-12: …So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; 
G. God is sovereign. Psalm 139: O Lord, You have searched me and known me. 
 

2. It is important to recognize that suffering can impact people in various ways.  Suffering has the 
potential to be all encompassing.  Consider the following ideas: 
 

A. It can affect their livelihood. Job 1:13-15.  
B. It can affect them physically. Job 2:7-8. 
C. It can affect their relationships. Job 2:9-10. 
D. It can affect them spiritually. Job 9:14-20. 
 

3. It is also important to remember how the Bible frames the issue of suffering.  Consider the 
following passages:  
 

A. Suffering, of any kind, is a result of the fall. Romans 8:22: For we know that the whole creation groans and 
labors with birth pangs together until now.  
B. Suffering is not always the result of someone’s personal sin. 1 Peter 4:14: If you are reproached for the name 
of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
C. God orders suffering for the good of His people.  Genesis 50:20: But as for you, you meant evil against 
me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. 
D. God works all things for the good of His people. Romans 8:28: All things work together for good to those who 
love God and are called according to His purpose. 
 

4. In thinking through how to approach the sufferer stay away from:  
 

A. Telling them it will end soon. Don’t give them false hope. 
B. Telling them it could be worse. Don’t minimize their difficulty. 
C. Telling them about your suffering.  Don’t shift the focus. 
 

5. Consider the following “plan” in thinking through how to care for the person who is suffering:  
 

A. Pray in preparation for approaching the one suffering. 
B. Listen well and focus on how the person is processing their difficulty. Don’t jump into the fix-it mode. 
C. Assess what kind of help is needed. 
D. Be ready to pray and read the Bible to them.  Ask first! 
E. Be trustworthy.  Don’t take one’s suffering and turn it into a point of gossip. 
F. Determine what the next step might be.   



 

LBC You Asked for It:                                                                            
Why is the Local Church Really That Important? 

 

 
 

 
1. Over the past few years there has been a growing trend of people entertaining the idea that one 
can faithfully follow Jesus apart from the local church.  This has raised the following questions:  
 
A. “Why is the local church important?”  
B. “Why be a part of a church?”  
C. “Isn’t my personal walk between me and Jesus and not anybody else?”   
 
Consider the following article from Christianity Today… 
 
2. As we begin to answer this question from the Bible consider the following passages along with 
a few observations.   
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-14: For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 
 
A. When an individual is saved they are not only joined to Christ, but also to His body. 
B. It’s not just one member that makes up the body of Christ, but many members. 
 
Hebrews 10:25,26: And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 
A. In the early days of the church there were people who thought that being connected to and involved in 
a local church was not important.  So in one sense, this issue is not new. 
B. The writer of Hebrews directly says that meeting together as the church is a good thing. 
C. Local church involvement is not optional.  
 
3.  Now in order to take up the “why” part of our question, consider the following points taken 
from the Word of God:    
 
A. The local church is the context for instruction. 2 Timothy 4:1-3. 
B. The local church is the context for personal growth. Titus 2:1-5.  Consider all the “one anothers.” 
C. The local church is the context for accountability. Hebrews 3:12-14. 
D. The local church is the context for fellowship. Acts 2:42-47. 
E. The local church is the context through which God’s mission is accomplished. Romans 15:19-20. 
 
4. As we wrap up our study let me give you a few clarifying “take-aways”: 
 
A. We need to be very clear on the fact that involvement in a local church and/or membership in a local 
church does not save anyone. 
B. At the same time we need to be very clear on the fact that the New Testament doesn’t seem to have a 
category for someone who follows Jesus but is uninvolved in a local church. 



 

LBC You Asked for It:                                                                            
What Is the Gift of Tongues? 

 

 
 

 
1.  As we begin to think through this question we need re-affirm our confidence and commitment 
to the Scriptures as our only rule of faith and practice.  In addressing any theological question we 
need to rely on the Word of God and not on the following: 
 
A. Tradition  
B. Personal opinion 
C. Experience    
 
2. Consider the following characteristics of tongues in the New Testament:  
 
A. Tongues were foreign languages.  Take for example Acts 2:5-12.  At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes 
upon a group of people and they begin speaking in different languages.  Luke uses two different words to 
refer to the same event: glossa (tongue) and dialektos (language).  Both of these words are used to describe 
an individual miraculously speaking in a language that would have previously been unknown to them.  It 
should be noted that these were not what some people call ramblings or even heavenly languages but 
foreign languages unknown to the one speaking.   
 
B. Tongues were a unique experience.  In other words, not everybody spoke in tongues or was granted the 
gift of tongues.  Tongues accompanied the spread of the gospel as it went to new and unknown places.  
The impression left by some that tongue speaking was happening in every local church and by most 
Christians cannot be substantiated.  
 
3. Consider the following purposes of tongues in the New Testament:  
 
A. Tongues were a sign.  In the book of Acts the primary purpose of tongues was to give evidence of the 
truth of the gospel and of the judgment it brings if it were not believed.  In Corinthians they also served to 
give proof of the truth of the gospel message to unbelievers, especially Jewish ones.  See Isaiah 28:11-12.   
 
B. Tongues were for edification.  In 1 Corinthians 14, which takes up the issue of tongue speaking, Paul 
clearly says tongue speaking and the interpretation of tongues are to be done to build up the church.  Its 
purpose is to edify.  In this chapter there are a few different regulations given for the use of this gift in the 
local church. 
 
4. In light of the characteristics and purposes of tongues how we should we think about the 
modern day movement of tongue speaking and all that accompanies it?   
 
A. Remember that in the New Testament tongues are always a language, a dialect.  Those who say that 
tongues can be ecstatic utterances are hard pressed to make their case from the New Testament.  
B. Remember that in 1 Corinthians 12-14, as Paul takes up this issue, he is very clear on the fact that an 
interpreter needs to be present to interpret.   
C. Remember that this is not a “gospel issue.”  That being said, it is an important one and should be 
thought through.   
 
Turn over… 



 

LBC You Asked for It:                                                                            
Is It For Today? 

 

 
 

 
1. There are four views on the miraculous gifts: 
A. Full Continuationist: Nothing has changed from Pentecost.  All the gifts are in operation along with the 
office of Apostle and Prophet. 
B. Partial Continuationist: Some things have changed since Pentecost.  All the gifts are still in operation 
but the offices of Apostle and Prophet have ceased. 
C. Partial Cessationist: Some things have changed since Pentecost.  Only the non-miraculous gifts are still 
in operation.  The offices of Apostle and Prophet have ceased. 
D. Full Cessationist: A lot has changed since Pentecost.  All of the spiritual gifts have ceased.  The offices 
of Apostle and Prophet have also ceased. 
 
2. The miraculous gifts are as follows: 
A. Prophecy: Foretelling the future. 
B. Healing: Undoing some physical ailment. 
C. Tongues and the interpretation of tongues: Communicating truth in a foreign tongue unknown to the 
speaker and/or audience. 
D. Miracles: A general word used to describe what the NT calls “signs and wonders.” 
 
3. The lists of spiritual gifts, miraculous and non-miraculous, can be found in the following New 
Testament passages: 
A. Romans 12:6-8 
B. 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
C. 1 Corinthians 12:28 
D. Ephesians 4:11 
 
4. The following argument is made for the partial cessationist positon on the miraculous gifts: 
A. Premise 1: The New Testament makes it quite clear that the office of apostle is not a continuing office.  
The New Testament, while not as clear as in its stance on apostleship, also leads us to believe that the 
office of prophet is not a continuing office.  See Ephesians 2:20. 
B. Premise 2: The New Testament regularly makes the point that “signs and wonders” were done through 
the apostles or those directly involved in apostolic ministry.  There might be a few exceptions to this rule.  
See Acts 2:43, 2 Corinthians 12:12, Hebrews 2:2-4. 
C. Conclusion: Since the miraculous gifts were, in some measure, connected with the presence of apostles 
and prophets, the discontinuation of these two offices leads us to believe that the miraculous gifts have 
been discontinued as well. 

 



 

LBC You Asked for It:                                                                      
How Should I Respond to the LGBT Movement? 

 

 
 

 
1.  Every generation is faced with various movements and agendas that run contrary to the 
Word of God and the advancement of His kingdom.  The LGBT movement is one of them.  
Let’s first of all establish a few foundation truths. 
 
A. The first thing we need to remember is that this movement is made up of people.  In other 
words, this movement is not nameless and faceless.   
B. The second thing we to need to remember is that the people who are part of this movement are 
made in the image of God.  It is because of this reality that we should treat them as people who bear 
the stamp of their Creator no matter how marred that stamp might be.  See James 3:8-9. 
C. The third thing we need to keep in mind is that God’s Word is true and reliable.  See Psalm 19.   
D. The fourth thing we need to keep in mind is that God’s Word is authoritative.  Nothing trumps 
the Word of God.  The fields of science, psychology, and anthropology are to submit to God’s 
revelation.  See 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 
E. The fifth thing we need to remember is that sexual sin, of any kind, is an affront to God.  It is the 
worship of creation and the worship of self.  Romans 1:18-23. 
F. The sixth thing we need to remember is that homosexual sin goes against nature.  Romans 1:24-
27. 
 
2.  As we consider how to respond to this movement and those in it we must never let go of 
the above truths.  So with these things in mind how should we respond to those enslaved to 
these forms of sexual sin? 
 
A. We should remember that in order to speak truth to those in this movement we have to know 
them and associate with them.  1 Corinthians 5:9-11. 
B. We should remember that the grace of God is able to change anyone and everyone no matter 
what they are enslaved to.  1 Corinthians 6:9-11. 
C.  We should remember that God’s truth will continue to be opposed until Jesus comes back.  2 
Timothy 3:1-5. 
 
3.  This movement and their agenda are creating unique situations that Christians have 
never had to face before.  Consider the following… 
 
A. A school teacher being asked to refer to a biologically male student by their chosen female name. 
B. An employee being required to take a continuing education course on diversity in the workplace 
and then sign off on it.  
C. A family member inviting you to a baby shower that is being thrown for them and their same-sex 
partner.  
 
4.  If you are looking for some resources that might be of help consider the following… 
 
A. Is God Anti-Gay by Sam Allberry 
B. Love Into Light: The Gospel, the Homosexual, and the Church by Peter Hubbard 
C. Born This Way by Steve Morrison 
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